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manas reigned at Baranatliee, Pliralaong was a pigeon.
There was then a man in that country who was wont to
catch pigeons, bring them to his house, and carefully feed
them until they became fat, when he then sold them at
a high rate. Together with other pigeons, Phralaong was
caught and brought over to the house. But he would not
peck the grain that was spread before him. " Should I
eat," said he to himself, " I will soon get fat, and then be
sold like others." He soon became wretchedly thin. Sur-
prised at this, the hunter took the pigeon out of the cage,
placed it on the palm of his hand to examine it more
closely and find the cause of its great leanness. Phra-
laong, watching the opportunity of a favourable moment
when the attention of his guardian was called to some
other object, flew away to his own old place, leaving the
hunter quite vexed at and ashamed of his confiding sim-
plicity. The hunter is in. these days Dewadat; and the
pigeon is now Buddha himself.

Here is the abridgment of two stories, well known to
the readers of fables.

4. When Phralaong was a deer, lie became inti-
mate friend with the bird khaoukshia and a turtle. On
a certain night it happened that a hunter having laid
down his net, the deer was caught. A tortoise that was
near to the place came and bit the net; the deer then
soon made his escape from the dangerous position he was
in. Whilst this was going on the friendly khaoukshia,
perceiving the danger his friend was in, amused the.
hunter by flying right and left close to him, to retard his
progress towards the place where the net was laid. Mad
at the escape of the deer, he seized the turtle and thrust
her into his bag. But the wily bird contrived by its
peckings to make a large hole in the bag, and the tortoise
too made her escape.

5. One day Phralaong, being then a husbandman,
observed once, to his great surprise, that a lion of an
uncommon size paid frequent visits to his rice field, and

VOL. II.                                                           L